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Biden holds edge over Trump 


By PATRICK CONDON 
patrick.condon@startribune.com 


Former Vice President Joe 
Biden holds a small lead over 
President Donald Trump 
among registered voters in 
Minnesota, according to the 
first presidential poll inthe state 
since the Democrat clinched his 
party’s nomination. 

Anew Minnesota Poll con- 
ducted by the Star Tribune, 
MPR News and KARE 1 found 
Biden ahead of Trump 49% to 
44% in the general election 
matchup less than six months 


ahead of Election Day. Biden 
fell just short of a majority, but 
7% of Minnesotans said they 
are still undecided. 

The poll also found that 
statewide, 53% of voters dis- 
approve of the Republican 
incumbent’s job performance 
as president, compared with 
45% who approve. Only 2% 
were undecided about Trump, 
reflecting a high degree of 
polarization heading into the 
fall election season. 

Minnesota has emerged asa 
potential battleground state in 
November, with Trump and his 


re-election campaign invested 
in picking up the state’s 10 elec- 
toral votes after coming close 
in 2016. But Biden is coming off 
an unexpectedly strong winin 
Minnesota’s primary in March, 
and the last time a Republican 
presidential candidate carried 
the state was 1972. 

The poll of 800 registered 
voters was conducted by 
Mason-Dixon Polling & Strat- 
egy from May 18-20 and has a 
margin oferror of plus or minus 
3.5 percentage points. It comes 
as the nation’s attention has 
been focused on Trump’s han- 


dling of the coronavirus pan- 
demic. It also followed recent 
news reports ofan allegation of 
long-ago sexual misconduct by 
Biden, which he has denied. 
The poll found wide splits 
between men and women, dif- 
ferent age groups and different 
regions of the state. Biden holds 
a wide lead in Hennepin and 
Ramsey counties and a smaller 
lead in other Twin Cities coun- 
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“Do you approve or disapprove of Donald Trump’s job 


performance as president?” 
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‘DEATH SENTENCE’ 
Tight space in Minn. nursing 
homes adds to rapid spread. 


For many, 
no rush 
to reopen 
churches 


By JOE CARLSON 
joe.carlson@startribune.com 


Many Minnesota religious 
leaders remain wary ofreopen- 
ing their doors to congregants 
amid the coronavirus outbreak, 
despite a new order from Gov. 
Tim Walz that allows services 
to resume under special pan- 
demic precautions. 

Walz responded to pres- 
sure from the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis and 
other religious groups Saturday 
inallowing places of worship to 
reopen at 25% of normal seat- 
ing capacity, effective just before 
midnight Tuesday. Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda lauded the 
moveasa “breakthrough” that 
will allow Catholic services to 
resume Wednesday. 

Other religious leaders, and 
the mayors of both St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, say the risks in 
resuming religious services 
are still great, especially to 
vulnerable populations. 

“Itis irresponsible to be invit- 
ing people right now to worship 
within the walls of our congre- 
gation’s building,” the Rev. Tim- 
othy Hart-Andersen, senior pas- 
tor at Westminster Presbyterian 
Churchin downtown Minneap- 
olis, wrote in an e-mail. 

The 42 rabbis of the Min- 
nesota Rabbinical Associa- 
tion were unanimous in say- 
ing they will not yet gather or 
open their religious facilities 
for regular activity, because 
it’s safer to keep worshiping 
at home since “the peak of 
COVID-19 has yet to come.” 

InSt. Paul, apastor with Glo- 
ria Dei Lutheran Church, the 
largest Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America in the city, 
said leaders have been clear 
that they intend to hold wor- 
ship online only for the fore- 
seeable future. 


CROWDS WARNED 


Holiday revelers pack U.S. 
beaches, vacation sites. 
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BRAZIL TRAVEL BAN A GRIM STATISTIC 
Entry from Latin America’s U.S. likely to surpass 100K 
hot spot to U.S. is limited. deaths in coming days. 


FALLEN, NOT FORGOTTEN 


Despite a lack of events because of the pandemic, Memorial Day remembrances were spotted 


among the graves at Fort Snelling National Cemetery, with touches of flags and flowers. 


Rural Minnesota doctor 
calmly awaits the storm 


Story by REID FORGRAVE œ Photo by DAVID JOLES œ Star Tribune staff 


In the weeks after Minnesota’s first coronavirus case was confirmed 
on March 6, Dr. Mohammed Imteyaz Hussain went to work at the emer- 
gency room at CentraCare’s hospital in Monticello and waited. 


Photo by JERRY HOLT ° jerry.holt@startribune.com 


And he waited. And waited. 


“This is the calm before the storm,” he said in mid-March. “When 


they start coming, it’s going to be bad.” 


Traffic in his emergency room dipped to half as people largely avoided 
hospitals. They weren’t flooded with coronavirus cases, but patients still 
seemed on edge. There was an influx of anxiety or alcohol-related issues. 
Aman came in with a bloody fractured finger as a result of his gun mis- 
firing when he was cleaning it. Hussain joked: “Were you preparing for 
coronavirus?” In fact, the man was. He was teaching his wife and daughter 


how to shoot. Just in case. 
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HAVE YOU HAD ONE OR MORE OF 
THE FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS, OR 


IN THE PAST 14 DAYS? 
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HAVE THESE SYMPTOMS WORSENED 


Nursing 
home 
density 
aids spread 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


Kasi Korum awoke on the 
floor of her Minneapolis nurs- 
ing home with searing pain in 
her lower back and no one to 
help her into her wheelchair. 

The 41-year-old recovering 
cancer patient had spent the 
night sleeping on a thin foam 
pad in the common area of the 
Villa at Bryn Mawr after learn- 
ing the previous evening that 
her roommate had tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19, the deadly 
respiratory illness caused by 
the coronavirus. 

Korum said her requests for 
aprivate room had been denied, 
and she refused to return to a 
cramped room witha sickened 
roommate. “I was scared out of 
my mind,” she said. “Being told 
to go back to that room felt like 
a death sentence.” 

Her experience highlights 
a persistent health hazard in 
Minnesota’s nursing homes: 
lack of space. 

Many of the state’s 370 nurs- 
ing homes are laid out like hos- 
pitals, with residents doubled 
up and as many as four people 
sharing a single bathroom. 
Some nursing facilities have 
shower areas shared by dozens 
of residents on entire floors. 
This institutional design was 
meant to be cost-efficient, but 
it has contributed to the rapid 
spread of the virus from one vul- 
nerable resident to the next and 
the stunning death toll within 
Minnesota’s nursing homes, 
say public health experts. 

In Minnesota and nation- 
ally, the deadliest clusters of 
the coronavirus have tended 
to be in large, multistory 
nursing homes with people 
doubled up in rooms and sep- 
arated by curtains. Two such 
facilities, St. Therese of New 


“We know that this virus dis- Today, nearly three months after Minnesota’s first case, Hussain is ‘WE’LL BE PREPARED’ Hope and North Ridge Health 

proportionately impacts those still waiting for a surge that now more than ever he feels is inevitable. Dr. Mohammed I. Hussain said he is waiting for and Rehab, also in New Hope, 
See CHURCHES on A4> SeeRURALon A8> the surge of COVID-19 cases he’s sure will come. See HOMES on A9 > 
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Numbers as of 10 p.m. Sunday « Sources: Johns Hopkins University (worldwide), 
New York Times (U.S.), Minnesota Department of Health (Minnesota) 


Kim renews nuclear 
push: Back in public view, 
he calls for arms buildup. A2 


Omar wins endorsement: 


She faces Antone Melton- 
Meaux in Aug. primary. A7 


More time but less sleep: 
Stay-at-home stress, health 
fears keep us up at night. E1 


HAVE YOU HEARD 


Cicadas invade the South: After 17 years of maturing under- 
ground, song-making insects emerge in flocks of billions. A2 
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